"How I do it"--otology and neurotology. A specific issue and its solution. Advantages of the T-tube for short and long-term middle ear ventilation.
The T-tube has several advantages that should be considered when selecting a ventilation tube. First, it remains in place much longer than the average tube; thus allowing the physician, rather than chance, to determine when the tube should be removed. Second, it can be removed painlessly without an anesthetic when indicated. Third, it does not have the problem of a high post-removal perforation rate such as seen with other long term tubes. Fourth, it can be easily modified to suit the needs of the patient and the physician.